ASSISTments: Assess and Assist
A Workshop for School Administrators and Math Teachers
Tuesday, April 10, 9:00-3:00 Vermont Principals’ Association

Cost: $20

Audience: principals, assistant principals, superintendents, assistant superintendents, math teachers, math coaches, and education technology leadership (grades 4-12)
Do you face the dilemma of balancing classroom learning and student assessment?  
Teachers are being asked to collect and analyze more student data, yet every minute of class time spent testing is a minute of instructional time that is lost.  ASSISTments solves this dilemma by providing students with individual feedback while their learning progress is assessed. 

With ASSISTments teachers write and select questions, students get immediate and useful tutoring, and teachers receive instant reports to help inform their classroom instruction. 

This workshop introduces ASSISTments in a hands-on environment. Hear success stories from schools who are currently using ASSISTments. Learn about the set of Math Skill Builder tutorials designed to prepare students for The College Board’s Accuplacer Test.

Participants receive “get-started” training in order to implement ASSISTments now. School administrators and teachers are encouraged to attend as a team in order to maximize adoption paths for individual schools.

Presenter: Cristina L. Heffernan
Cristina L. Heffernan is a former middle school mathematics teacher with classroom experience with urban and suburban populations and in public and private schools.  Ms. Heffernan also has extensive experience as a math coach, a workshop leader/trainer, and a professional learning community facilitator in Boston and Worcester. 

In 2003, Ms. Heffernan and Neil Heffernan developed the idea of creating a web site for students to get practice help, and for teachers to get reports. Ms. Heffernan has worked on the ASSISTments project ever since, and is the key teacher trainer, as well as subject-matter expert on the project. She has been personnel on four funded grants related to ASSISTments. She supervises a team of a dozen undergraduates working on the project at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. She also teaches a course to teachers on Data Driven Instruction Using Technology, as part of the WPI Master of Mathematics for Educators program. She currently is the program manager in the GK12 project, helping teachers, and WPI PhD students in computer science work together.  Her most recent grant is funded via the Bill and Melinda Foundation Grant to help scale ASSISTments to 1 million students.  She holds a BS in Arts in Teaching and an M.Ed.in Mathematics Education.

